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	Candidate/Intern:    
Blake Clark
	Unit dates: 
TBD
                        
	Grade level(s): 
5/6
	Subject(s):  
Language Arts
                                                   

	Big Idea(s):
What will the students UNDERSTAND? What are the key question(s) to be addressed?
(Gr 5) Using language in creative and playful ways helps us understand how language works.
(Gr 6) Developing our understanding of how language works allows us to use it purposefully.
(Gr 5/6) Language and text can be a source of creativity and joy.
Driving question: How do the introduction, body, and conclusion work together to build a strong paragraph?

	Curricular Competencies:
What will the students be able to DO?  How will students reflect on their progress in acquiring and nurturing these skills?
· Use writing and design processes to plan, develop, and create texts for a variety of purposes and audiences (Gr 5).
· Communicate in writing using paragraphs and applying conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, and punctuation (Gr 5).
· Assess and refine texts to improve their clarity, effectiveness, and impact for purpose, audience, and message (Gr 6).
· Use an increasing repertoire of conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, and punctuation (Gr 6).

	Content: 
What will the students KNOW? What content/concepts/key vocabulary will be the focus of this lesson sequence or unit of study?
Grade 5 (Writing):
· Paragraphing: paragraphs with a topic sentence and supporting details
· Conventions of punctuation, capitalization, and Canadian spelling
Grade 6 (Writing):
· Paragraphing: paragraphs with unity, development, and coherence
· Sentence structure: transitional words; run-on sentences and sentence fragments
· Writing processes: revising, editing, considering audience
Key vocabulary:
· paragraph, introduction, topic sentence, hook, body, supporting detail, reason, transition word, conclusion, clincher, unity, coherence, revise, edit

	Indigenous Perspectives:
How might Indigenous knowledges and ways of knowing be honoured and embedded authentically within this lesson sequence or unit of study?
· Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story.
· Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential, and relational.
Connected through First Peoples oral storytelling, where a telling has a strong opening, a middle that carries the meaning, and a closing that stays with the listener. Students see clear structure as a long-standing practice and share their own voice respectfully, as in a sharing circle.

	Inclusive and Equitable Practice:
How is a safe and caring environment provided (emotional/physical)? Are there considerations for diverse interests/abilities? Are there access points for all learners and alternative ways to demonstrate what they know/can do? What grouping strategies are incorporated? Do students see themselves reflected in the learning? 
Multiple entry points: a colour-coded model paragraph, the hamburger image, sentence frames, and word banks. The cumulative Opinion Paragraph Builder scaffolds one part at a time. Gr 5 aims for a topic sentence with supporting details; Gr 6 extends to unity, coherence, transitions, and self-editing. Students choose their own opinion topic, so all learners write about something they care about.

	/Collaborative Practice: 
How will collaboration/co-planning/co-teaching be incorporated?
Shared with grade 5/6 partner classes.

	Safety Considerations:
Are there any lesson and/or venue specific safety issues to be noted?
No physical safety concerns. Students choose respectful, school-appropriate opinion topics; reading writing aloud is invited, never required.

	Assessment Design

	What type of assessment might be embedded in this lesson sequence/unit of study?
Formative Assessment: Assessment for Learning / Summative Assessment: Assessment of Learning; 
Metacognition: How are students reflecting on and monitoring their own learning?
Documentation/Evidence of Learning: How will student learning be documented and shared (learning maps, rubrics, math journals, online documentation, etc.)
Formative: exit tickets, the growing Opinion Paragraph Builder, colour-coding checks, and revising conferences across the unit.
Summative: the finished opinion paragraph from the Builder, assessed with the unit rubric. Gr 5 for a topic sentence and supporting details; Gr 6 for unity, coherence, and transitions. Dates: TBD.
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	Lesson # 
Estimated Dates
	
Overview of Teaching and Learning Activities

	Teacher Preparation
Materials/resources or
supplies needed

	TBD (Period 1): Unit Launch
	Lesson 1: What Makes a Strong Paragraph?
Meet the three parts of a paragraph: introduction, body, and conclusion.
Colour-code a model opinion paragraph and see how the parts work together.
Choose an opinion topic and start the Opinion Paragraph Builder.
	Model opinion paragraph
Paragraph Builder Page 1
Colour markers

	TBD (Period 2):
	Lesson 2: The Introduction: Hook and Topic Sentence
Write a hook that pulls the reader in.
Write a topic sentence that states the opinion clearly.
	Hook type examples
Topic-sentence frames
Paragraph Builder Page 2

	TBD (Period 3):
	Lesson 3: The Body: Reasons, Details, and Transitions
Support the opinion with 2-3 reasons and a detail for each.
Connect ideas with transition words and stay on topic (unity).
	Persuasion Map
Transition word bank
Paragraph Builder Page 3

	TBD (Period 4):
	Lesson 4: The Conclusion: Wrapping It Up
Restate the opinion in a fresh way.
Add a clincher that leaves the reader with a final thought.
	Ending examples
Clincher frames
Paragraph Builder Page 4

	TBD (Period 5): Assessment
	Lesson 5: Putting It All Together
Assemble the full paragraph, then revise and edit with a checklist.
Publish a good copy and self-assess with the I can tracker.
	Good-copy template
Revise and edit checklist
Unit rubric



